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make two things clear: The people of Hong
Kong overwhelmingly support the pro-democ-
racy movement, and the Chinese government
has created an electoral system intended to
ensure that that support cannot be translated
into political control.

In the months leading up to the election, the
Chinese government engaged in a systematic
crackdown to deny the people of Hong Kong
the right to choose their own leaders and to
suppress freedom of expression. In April, Bei-
jing issued a new “interpretation” of Hong
Kong’s Basic Law, which serves as the terri-
tory’s constitution, to prevent direct elections
of Hong Kong’s next leader in 2007 and for all
lawmakers in 2008. As H. Res. 667 con-
cludes, that result is inconsistent with inter-
national agreement, and the United States
should take a strong position in favor of true
democracy in Hong Kong.

The United States-Hong Kong Policy Act of
1992 codified the understanding of the United
States that Hong Kong would have a degree
of autonomy from the People’s Republic of
China. After reversion, it was expected that
this autonomy would be a catalyst for the de-
velopment in Hong Kong of political institutions
and procedures that would reflect the will of
the people of Hong Kong, regardless of
whether they were consistent with the views of
government leaders in Beijing. The PRC, how-
ever, has thwarted these efforts at every turn.

Beijing has created a climate of political fear
in Hong Kong through well-documented intimi-
dation of the media and efforts to challenge
the patriotism of pro-democracy supporters. In
March, three of Hong Kong’s leading broad-
casters had to resign their positions after re-
ceiving death threats and having their busi-
nesses vandalized because of their criticism of
the Chinese government. Throughout the year,
pro-democracy lawmakers and activists have
also suffered threats and vandalism. Hong
Kong's delegate to Beijing stepped down from
his position saying he was powerless to effect
change.

The Chinese government's campaign to
crack down on freedom in Hong Kong will only
succeed in shining a spotlight on the courage
and leadership of Hong Kong's democratic
movement. The United States must stand sol-
idly with the people of Hong Kong and their
desire for democracy.

Reminding Beijing of its obligations under
previously-signed agreements must be our
constant message. Tepid remarks by Bush
Administration officials are not a sufficient re-
sponse to protect the nascent democracy in
Hong Kong. President Bush should not hesi-
tate to define the U.S.-China relationship in
terms of the willingness of the Chinese gov-
ernment to discharge the commitments con-
tained in those agreements.

U.S. policy toward Hong Kong should be
consistent with the provisions of the U.S.-
Hong Kong Policy Act of 1992 that require au-
tonomy and empower the President to halt ex-
isting agreements with Hong Kong or take
other steps if he determines that Beijing is
interfering unduly in Hong Kong’s affairs.

H. Res. 667 conveys that message in a
clear and forceful manner, and deserves the
support of this House.
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Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
honor the work of one of my constituents,
Debra Barron, who suffers from a debilitating
disease called scleroderma. Debra and her
family have been tireless advocates in drawing
public attention to this painful condition. Her
work demonstrates her strength and resolve,
and | ask that her remarks from the March 20,
2004 Scleroderma Foundation Wine Auction &
Dinner in Broward County be entered into the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

Imagine for a moment you’re a 26-year-old
newlywed . . . young, healthy, athletic, and
pursuing a serious career. That was me in
September 1981, when, one afternoon as I'm
washing my hands the color in them sud-
denly changed from pink to stark white.
There was no warning, no pain or discomfort.
Two weeks later, after a battery of tests re-
quiring copious amounts of my blood, a doc-
tor at the George Washington Hospital Cen-
ter in D.C. informs me I have a ‘‘condition”
known as Raynauds, which is basically a loss
of circulation to the extremities. Raynauds
is easily manageable with medication and
isn’t a problem except when the circulation
returns; some will experience a minor sensa-
tion such as tingling while others endure se-
vere pain as the blood vessels return to nor-
mal and the color returns. So there I am, I'm
26, having never been seriously sick a day in
my life, and I think to myself . . . “This is
nothing. Go home and don’t worry.”

My husband, Gary, and I moved to San
Francisco in 1982. My doctor in DC suggested
I seek out a physician to monitor my condi-
tion in the event. I needed follow-up care.
Since I needed a physician anyway I'm not
too concerned. From 1982 to 1983 the
Raynauds become aggressive. The first to go
was my left index fingertip which developed
a gangrene-type sore, and had to be removed
by a doctor, also losing my fingernail and
some bone matter. No problem . .. I still
had nine good fingers but, as time elapsed,
more fingers became infected and each epi-
sode brought new horrors, as well as physical
pain, as I watched my fingers literally die.
Needless to say there went my regular mani-
cure appointments.

By the spring of 1983, my condition had be-
come more aggressive. Chewing and swal-
lowing food was now something I actually
had to think about because food would get
stuck or caught in my esophagus. My doc-
tors were supportive and encouraging, but
they were running out of options and I
wasn’t responding to experimentation with
medication. Basically, I was still taking
medication for a ‘‘condition” that was sup-
posed to be manageable.

The pain was also getting worse. Many
scleroderma patients experience severe pain
and it becomes a way of life, day in, day out,
sometimes for months on end.

The sores don’t heal quickly because the
blood vessels clamp down, which suppresses
the flow of oxygen to the blood and thereby
causes poor circulation. Chronic pain gets
old very quickly and it affects everything in
your life: I no longer felt young, I certainly
didn’t feel healthy, I was suffering from fa-
tigue, my career was suffering, and the big-
gest insult of all was the total loss of my
sexuality and how I felt about myself as a
woman. I was broken in all the ways that
matter to any human being. It didn’t help
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that my family was on the other side of the
country, my husband was traveling, and the
only thing my doctors could do was offer en-
couragement. It was at that point I made a
conscious decision to do something and as I
drove over the Golden Gate Bridge one after-
noon, crying from pain, I intended to end my
life.

San Francisco police don’t like speeders on
the Golden Gate Bridge and I got pulled over.
I knew I was about to receive a whopper of a
ticket when the officer realized how hard I
had been crying. I explained about the pain
and told him I was in a hurry to get home to
take my pain medication. He offered to es-
cort me home, which he did, took me up-
stairs to my apartment, waited while I took
my medication and stayed with me. He never
spoke of God or having faith, nor did he try
to offer encouragement. He just sat there
with me and let me do the thinking.

Realizing the consequences of what I tried
to do to myself hit me hard. The state of my
health was no longer something I could deny
and from that point on I chose to become
more aggressive regarding my condition. I
was basically being monitored, not treated,
for a disease no one understood and it still
took another 12 years before a doctor finally
recognized my symptoms as Scleroderma.

I still get sores and have to deal with pain
but life is good again. I'm in remission now
thanks to my scleroderma doctor, Frederick
Wigley, at Johns Hopkins plus the myriad
physicians that oversee my healthcare.

I'm very fortunate to have a loving and
supportive family, both my immediate fam-
ily and Gary’s family. But, most impor-
tantly, the two people I live with have been
tremendously supportive.

———

TRIBUTE TO LOUISE “BEBE”’
CANTER, CPCU, ARM, ON COM-
PLETION OF HER TERM AS
PRESIDENT OF THE INDE-
PENDENT INSURANCE AGENTS &
BROKERS OF AMERICA
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Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to commend Louise “BeBe” Canter, CPCU,
ARM, who is completing her term as president
of the Nation’s largest insurance association—
the Independent Insurance Agents & Brokers
of America (IIABA)—this October in Orlando.

Louise was elected to IIABA’s Executive
Committee in October 1998 and was installed
as this great organization’s president last Sep-
tember. She is executive vice president of Pat-
terson/Smith Associates of Falls Church, VA
and resides in Bethesda, MD with her hus-
band, Bob, and their two sons, Christopher
and Matthew.

Louise has enjoyed a distinguished career
as an independent insurance agent that has
been highlighted by her tireless service and
dedication to her clients, community, IIABA,
the Metropolitan Washington Association of
Independent Insurance Agents (MWAIIA) and
her colleagues across the country.

Louise’s service to her peers began with her
involvement with the Metropolitan Washington
Association. She served as MWAIIA’s presi-
dent and as the organization’s representative
to IIABA’s National Board of Directors. In rec-
ognition of her outstanding service, MWAIIA
named her its 1991 Agent of the Year.
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